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BOSTONIAN   SOCIETY. 


NINTH   ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  Ninth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Bostonian  Society  was 
held  in  the  Council  Chamber  of  the  Old  State  House  on 
Tuesday,  January  14,  1890,  at  3  P.  M.,  the  President,  Mr. 
Curtis  Guild,  in  the  Chair. 

The  records  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 
After  the  election  of  new  members,  the  President  addressed 
the  Society  as  follows  :  — 

PRESIDENT  GUILD'S  ADDRESS. 
Fellow  Members  of  the  Bostonian  Society: 

The  Bostonian  Society  after  ten  years  of  existence  seems 
to  have  so  thoroughly  demonstrated  its  usefulness  to  our 
fellow  citizens  that  it  is  now  generally  recognized  as  a  perma- 
nent institution  of  genuine  value,  from  which  certain  results 
are  to  be  expected,  and  to  which  a  certain  deference  should 
be  paid. 

An  association  that  voluntarily  addresses  itself  to  the  task 
of  promoting  the  study  of  the  history  of  Boston,  is  to  a  large 
extent  expected,  as  far  as  lies  in  its  power,  to  point  out  and 
furnish  fresh  facilities  for  students,  to  make  all  matters  per- 
taining to  that  history  of  prime  importance,  to  preserve 
historic  documents,  manuscripts  and  accounts  intact,  to  clear 
up  as  far  as  possible  historic  doubts,  and  not  only  to  rescue 
from  threatened  obscurity  matters  relating  to  the  past,  but 
to  preserve  the  memory  of  those  that  are  occurring  at  the 
present  time. 


DEPARTMENTS    OF    HISTORY. 

What  may  be  termed  the  history  of  Boston  includes  a  wide 
range,  as  we  have  found  from  the  applicants  to  us  for  infor- 
mation respecting  the  different  departments  of  that  subject. 

Besides  the  mere  civic  history,  we  have  its  commercial 
history,  its  military,  industrial,  dramatic,  ecclesiastical,  finan- 
cial, legal,  educational,  topographical,  charitable,  medical, 
artistic,  musical,  insurance,  scientific  and  architectural  history 
to  demand  our  attention.  Each  one  of  these  is  of  importance 
in  itself,  and  such  portion  as  may  be  preserved  or  advanced 
by  our  effort  is  of  value  to  those  interested  in  such  special 
department.  Notwithstanding  Boston's  early  history  has 
been  recorded  by  past  and  present  historians  of  scholarly 
ability,  who  have  ransacked  every  known  authority  in  the 
preparation  of  their  works,  it  is  a  fact  well  known  to  antiqua- 
rians that  many  matters  that  are  now  of  prime  importance  to 
historical  record  were  undiscovered,  overlooked  or  neglected, 
and  the  diligent  searcher  of  the  present  time  is  continually 
bringing  forward  discoveries  that  are  of  great  importance 
now,  which  early  writers  deemed  of  no  interest  to  future 
generations. 

This  city  has  reached  an  age  when  its  history  is  becoming 
yearly  more  and  more  interesting,  not  only  to  its  own  citizens, 
but  to  intelligent  people  all  over  the  world.  The  principal 
seat  of  the  early  English  Colonial  Government,  the  point 
where  the  first  opposition  to  royal  oppression  was  manifested, 
the  scene  of  the  most  stirring  events  that  led  to  the  American 
Revolution,  the  birthplace  of  American  Independence,  the 
theatre  of  noted  acts  in  Revolutionary  days,  it  is  the  first 
point  in  this  country  to  which  the  student  of  American 
history  turns,  and  which  the  intelligent  and  well-read  tourist  is 
filled  with  a  desire  to  visit.  It  should  need  no  argument  to 
prove  the  value  of  the  work  which  this  Society  is  doing,  to 
those  who  carefully  investigate  the  matter ;  and  happily  we 
have  been  able  to  enlist  the  attention  of  many  who  have 
hitherto  considered  it  a  matter  of  mere  sentiment. 

We  may  hope  to  preserve  not  only  the  acts  but  the  names 
and  biographies  of  Boston  citizens  who  have  been  influential 


in  promoting  and  advancing  her  interests,  which  but  for  our 
care  might  pass  away  or  not  receive  the  credit  that  belongs 
to  them.  For  the  preservation  of  ancient  landmarks  that 
have  not  become  actual  obstructions  to  real  progress,  we  may 
be  sure  of  the  same  gratitude  of  those  who  shall  come  after 
us  that  we  feel  toward  those  of  our  predecessors  who  were 
thoughtful  in  that  direction  and  have  left  us  something  actu- 
ally to  illustrate  history  with. 

But  we  are  not  obliged  to  console  ourselves  with  what 
posterity  may  think  of  our  work  ;  we  can  point  to-day  to  the 
patriotic  instruction,  the  interesting  entertainment,  invaluable 
information,  attractive  collection  of  historic  mementoes,  valu- 
able library  and  historic  essays  of  this  Society,  as  positive 
advantages  to  our  city  that  cannot  be  overrated. 

The  real  value  of  this  voluntary  service  performed  con 
amove,  and  its  importance,  is  doubtless  patent  to  a  majority 
of  those  who  listen  to  this  address  or  who  will  read  its  printed 
pages,  but  it  needs  that  repeated  attention  be  directed  thereto 
in  these  days  of  rapidly  changing  events,  fierce  business 
competition,  and  multifarious  affairs  that  crowd  upon  the 
attention,  in  order  that  the  service  may  receive  its  proper 
encouragement  and  in  no  degree  be  lost  to  sight. 

WORK    AND    EXPENSES. 

What  we  have  already  accomplished,  with  our  very  limited 
means,  and  at  first  in  face  of  considerable  doubt  and  some 
opposition,  has  been  placed  before  you  in  previous  Reports. 
It  is  what  we  may  and  are  expected  to  do,  to  which  I  call 
your  attention.  Having  seen  some  of  the  results  of  the 
efforts  of  the  Society,  the  privileges  of  which  are  circum- 
scribed by  neither  sect,  sex  or  politics,  it  will  be  natural  to 
suppose  that  the  public  at  large  will  expect  us  to  enlarge  our 
scope,  or  at  least  to  perfect  and  systematize  certain  branches 
of  our  work.  To  effect  this,  I  am  constrained  to  repeat,  at 
the  risk  of  becoming  pertinacious,  the  necessity  of  a  larger 
fixed  fund,  the  interest  of  which  should  be  devoted  to  the 
legitimate  expenses  of  the  Society,  which  are  now  met  en- 
tirely by  the  membership  fees,  leaving  little  or  nothing  for 
the  purchase  of  valuable  historic  books  or  documents  respect- 
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ing  Boston's  history,  and  not  sufficient  to  properly  recompense 
those  whom  we  desire  to  employ. 

It  is  gratifying,  however,  to  state,  that  a  slender  Pactolian 
stream  has  started,  and  has  grown  slightly  in  size,  which 
encourages  the  hope  that  it  may  be  a  financial  flood,  some 
day,  of  sufficient  volume  to  float  our  bark  in  safety. 

The  Life  Membership  Fund  now  amounts  to  over  five  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  suggestion  that  I  made,  that  a  subscription 
of  $25,000  be  raised  among  five  Boston  capitalists  or  among 
any  greater  number  who  felt  sufficient  local  pride  and  patriot- 
ism respecting  their  city,  to  contribute  to  a  fund,  the  interest 
alone  of  which  should  be  used,  has  not  been  carried  out. 
Certain  friends  of  the  Society  have,  however,  voluntarily 
come  forward  and  contributed  small  sums,  amounting  in  the 
aggregate  to  about  $1,000. 

These  amounts  were  given  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the 
expense  of  maintaining  the  Society  and  the  furtherance  of 
its  work.1 

We  have  also,  according  to  the  newspapers,  had  the  sum  of 
$4,000  bequeathed  to  us  by  the  late  Samuel  E.  Sawyer,  a 
member  of  our  Board  of  Directors.  These  sums,  added  to 
the  Life  Membership  Fund,  make  a  fund  of  about  $10,000,  a 
good  beginning.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Boston  business  men, 
and  certainly  native-born  Bostonians,  may  see  in  this  institu- 
tion an  object  worthy  to  be  placed  beyond  pinching  econ- 
omy, and  help  to  put  it  on  a  stronger  financial  footing. 

This  generous  bequest  is  the  first  legacy  the  Society  has 
received.     Mr.  Sawyer  was  a  practical  business  man  of  long 


1  These  contributions  were 

made  by  the  following  parties,  viz: 

Robert  B.  Brigham, 

$1 00.00 

Henry  Pelham  Curtis, 

$40.00 

B.  P.  Cheney,  . 

100.00 

Curtis  Guild,  .      .   . 

40.00 

George  G.  Kennedy, 

100.00 

Samuel  H.  Russell, 

40.00 

Mrs.  Catharine  Page  Perkins, 

50.00 

Dennison  Manufacturing 

;  Co., 

Mrs.  Win.  W.  Warren,  . 

50.00 

II.  B.  Dennison,  Pres 

dent, 

40.00 

Henry  L.  Pierce, 

50.00 

James  D.  Perkins,  . 

40.00 

Wm.  Clarence  Burrage,  . 

40.00 

Samuel  E.  Sawyer, . 

40.00 

John  M.  Clark, 

40.00 

T.  O.  H.  P.  Burnham, 

40.00 

Wm.  W.  Warren,    . 

40.00 

Levi  L.  Willcutt,     . 

40.00 

Geo.  0.  Carpenter, . 

40.00 

Edward  Wheelwright, 

40.00 

Benjamin  F.  Stevens, 

40.00 

10.00 

Edward  A.  White,  . 

40.00 



Making  a  total  of 

$1,060.00 

experience,  and  during  his  connection  with  our  institution 
took  great  interest  in  its  work,  examined  its  management 
carefully,  and  expressed  himself  as  much  gratified  with  it  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  carried  on  ;  his  gift  is  a  substan- 
tial evidence  of  the  appreciation  of  one  of  Boston's  most  re- 
spected and  enterprising  business  men,  a  valued  member  of 
this  Society,  whose  loss  is  keenly  felt. 

ADMISSION    OF    WOMEN    TO    MEMBERSHIP. 

The  past  year  has  been  signalized  by  the  settlement  of  the 
delayed  question  on  the  admission  of  women  to  active  mem- 
bership. This  movement  was  delayed  for  some  time  for  the 
reason  that  it  was  desirable  to  know  whether  it  could  be 
legally  done  under  our  charter,  and  also  whether  the  move 
was  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  a  decided  majority.  It 
was  found  that  a  decided  majority  favored  the  admission,  and 
that  it  was  legal;  and  on  March  12,  1889,  it  was  voted  that 
women  be  admitted  as  members. 

Though  some  doubts  were  expressed  at  first  upon  the  ad- 
visability of  the  measure,  it  may  be  well  to  remember  that 
many  of  our  most  noted  charitable  institutions  have  been 
firmly  established  by  the  efforts  of  women,  while  many 
patriotic  and  praiseworthy  affairs  in  Boston,  that  at  first  met 
lukewarm  reception,  were  carried  through  successfully  by 
their  efforts.  It  would  be  hard  to  believe  that  the  mothers, 
wives  and  daughters  of  Boston's  citizens  do  not  share  to  a 
degree  any  of  the  enthusiasm  felt  for  the  old  city  by  their 
sons,  husbands  and  brothers.  Indeed,  it  is  but  justice  to  say 
since  our  ranks  were  opened  for  their  admission,  the  ladies 
that  have  joined  us  have  shown  themselves  to  be  as  fully 
alive  to  the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  the  Society 
and  its  objects  as  the  most  active  male  members.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  measure  may  be  considered  a  desir- 
able one,  and  the  "annex"  both  pleasant  and  profitable. 
(Applause.) 

INCREASED     ACCOMMODATIONS     NEEDED. 

We  still  lack  room  for  the  proper  arrangement  of  valuable 
literary  matter  belonging   to   our  library,   which    should   be 
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bound  and  arranged  on  shelves,  so  as  to  be  easily  accessible. 
Our  collection  of  volumes  relating  to  Boston  is  already  of 
great  value,  and  with  suitable  accommodations  would  with- 
out doubt  be  largely  increased.  I  still  cherish  the  hope  that 
we  may,  at  no  distant  day,  receive  increased  accommodations 
in  this  building  through  the  favor  of  the  City  Government, 
who  may  maintain  it,  like  Independence  Hall  of  Philadelphia, 
entirely  as  a  public  Memorial  Building. 

The  Old  State  House  of  Boston  is  pre-eminently  an  edifice 
that  should  be  kept  as  a  purely  historical  and  memorial  struc- 
ture, and  as  free  from  business  occupancy  as  possible.  It  is 
the  most  historic  building  in  the  country  —  one  identified 
with  more  events  leading  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
than  any  other ;  the  one  in  which  and  about  which  early 
scenes  of  the  Revolution  were  enacted,  and  one  in  the  pre- 
servation of  which  every  citizen  of  the  United  States  is  inter- 
ested. If,  then,  this  could  eventually  be  made  a  grand  deposi- 
tory and  museum  of  historic  relics,  with  a  library  of  volumes 
relative  to  Boston's  history,  maps  of  its  topography,  and  manu- 
scripts of  its  important  records,  and  a  convenient  hall  for 
lectures,  papers  and  discussions  germane  to  the  objects  of  this 
Society,  would  it  not  be  a  credit  to  Boston  and  an  advan- 
tage that  would  be  appreciated  and  applauded  by  the  citizens 
of  the  whole  country  ? 

DEATH     OF     DISTINGUISHED     MEMBERS. 

It  is  sad  to  be  obliged  to  chronicle  the  death  of  so  many 
distinguished  men  during  the  past  year  who  have  lent  us 
their  aid  and  influence  as  members:  men  who  were  distin- 
guished in  their  various  walks  of  life,  and  whose  public  lives 
have  added  a  lustre  to  our  city  and  helped  to  maintain  its 
reputation  for  those  characteristics  which  good  men,  the 
world  over,  respect  and  honor.  Nor  are  their  high  deserts 
confined  to  the  boundaries  of  this  city  or  State  ;  it  is  gratify- 
ing to  us  to  be  able  to  name  as  our  associates,  fellow  mem- 
bers and  participants  in  this  work,  men  who  were  so  widely 
known  and  respected  as  Thomas  C.  Amory,  Francis  Winthrop 
Palfrey,  Jacob  Sleeper,  Samuel  E.  Sawyer,  Stanton  Blake,  J. 
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Ingersoll  Bowditch,  Henry  Austin  Whitney,  Eben  Dale, 
Robert  B.  Forbes  and  John  T.  Coolidge  —  a  roll  of  honorable 
names  whose  record  of  honorable  lives  challenges  admiration 
and  suffers  nothing  by  comparison.     (Applause.) 

In  glancing  at  the  career  of  these  men,  whether  it  be  that 
of  the  merchant,  the  soldier,  the  philanthropist,  the  financier 
or  mariner,  we  can  but  see  that  each  in  his  turn  has  played 
some  important  part  connected  with  the  history  of  our  city, 
and  that  an  organization  which  can  thus  bring  together  those 
who  are  themselves  important  actors  in  the  great  drama  of 
life,  who  are  factors  that  help  to  make  the  history  of  the  pre- 
sent of  interest  to  the  future,  must  be  of  essential  service.  I 
refer  to  these  facts  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  what 
comes  within  the  scope  of  our  labor.  The  history  of  a  city, 
State  or  country,  must  be  to  a  large  extent  a  record  of  the 
deeds  of  its  noted  citizens,  statesmen  and  public  men. 

INDIVIDUAL    CO-OPERATION    REQUIRED. 

Nor  can  this  work  be  faithfully  and  thoroughly  performed 
without  the  hearty  assistance  and  co-operation  of  the  indivi- 
dual members  of  our  organization.  All  of  us  are  aware  that 
in  too  many  societies  members  consider  their  part  of  the  work 
done  for  the  year  when  the  annual  election  of  officers  has 
taken  place.  I  trust  such  an  impression  may  not  prevail 
here.  From  my  own  official  experience  I  can  state  that  very 
much  of  the  success  of  our  labor  depends  upon  the  aid  of 
members  ;  and  such  aid  and  suggestions  are  appreciated  by 
those  whom  you  honor  with  office  as  an  endorsement  of  their 
efforts  and  an  incentive  to  renewed  exertions.  Let  every 
member  feel  that  to  some  degree  he  or  she  is  personally  re- 
sponsible for  properly  carrying  out  the  objects  for  which  this 
institution  was  established,  and  ultimate  success  may  as- 
suredly be  looked  for. 

We  can  confidently  point  to  the  fact  that  our  work  is  not  in 
the  least  degree  confined  to  advancing  private  interest.  Our 
collection,  our  library  of  reference,  and  other  historical  aids 
to  the  study  of  Boston's  history  —  whatever  we  may  bring 
forward  or  possess,  is  freely  open  to  all,  both  old  and  young, 
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of  all  sorts  and  conditions,  for  examination,  study  and  refer- 
ence, and  only  subject  to  such  rules  as  are  required  for  the 
proper  preservation  and  the  best  use  of  the  property. 

THE     OLD     STATE     HOUSE. 

That  the  Old  State  House  is  one  of  the  most  attractive 
sights  of  Boston  is  evinced  by  the  number  of  strangers  who 
visit  these  historic  halls  :  although  not  one-third  of  the  visitors 
record  their  names  upon  the  Visitors'  Book,  yet  that  volume 
for  the  past  year  shows  a  record  of  over  17,000  names,  which 
is  about  double  the  number  recorded  on  the  books  of  Faneuil 
Hall.  Especial  gratification  is  expressed  by  those  coming 
from  distant  States  in  the  Union  at  the  opportunities  afforded 
them  to  visit  a  free  museum  of  American  history  such  as  is 
here  presented.  Teachers  of  schools  in  Boston  and  vicinity 
have  also  made  use  of  the  opportunity  here  afforded  to  give 
their  pupils  object-lessons  in  history  that  add  a  lively  interest 
to  the  printed  text-book. 

By  the  exercise  of  rigid  economy  we  are  able  to  begin  the 
year  free  of  debt  and  with  a  small  balance  in  the  treasury. 
It  would  seem  advisable,  however,  that  some  measures  should 
be  taken  by  the  new  board  of  management  to  invest  securely 
the  Life  Membership  Fund  and  any  other  available  means 
that  may  be  conveniently  added  to  it,  in  order  that  the  inter- 
est may  be  used  to  meet  the  regular  expenses  of  the  Society. 

As  usual  you  will  be  given  the  details  of  the  Society's  work, 
its  financial  position,  the  condition  of  its  historical  collection, 
library,  etc.,  in  the  reports  of  the  Directors  and  the  several 
committees. 

In  conclusion,  I  trust  it  is  not  too  much  to  hope  that  a  re- 
trospective view  of  the  Society's  work  and  a  glance  at  the 
position  that  it  at  present  occupies  in  the  public  estimation, 
give  us  all  increased  encouragement  to  continue  our  efforts 
"  to  promote  the  study  of  the  history  of  Boston  and  preserve 
its  antiquities." 
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REPORT    OF     THE    DIRECTORS. 

Mr.  Hamilton  A.  Hill,  in  behalf  of  the  Directors,  presented 
their  Annual  Report,  which  was  accepted. 

Mr.  President  and  Ladies   and  Gentlemen  of   the  Bostonian 
Society :  — 

The  year  1889  has  been  a  prosperous  one  for  our  Society. 
The  attendance  upon  our  meetings  has  been  larger  than  ever 
before,  and,  we  think,  the  appreciation  of  our  work  by  the 
general  public  has  been  steadily  increasing.  We  have  been 
making  constant  additions  to  our  collections  and  to  our 
library,  until  we  have  almost  reached  the  limits  of  our  space  ; 
while,  perhaps,  the  most  significant  indication  of  our  pros- 
perity is  one  which  we  share  in  common  with  all  prosperous 
and  thoroughly  alive  institutions,  whether  educational  or 
historical,  namely,  the  want  of  adequate  means  with  which  to 
cultivate,  as  we  should  be  glad  to  do,  the  field  which  we  have 
chosen  for  occupancy  and  improvement. 

The  number  of  visitors  to  these  historical  rooms  during  the 
year  just  closed,  who  registered  their  names,  was  17,595,  who 
have  been  classified  as  follows  : 

Residents  of  Boston,       .  .         .         .  4,7-3 

"  "    the  United  States,       .         .  12,140 

"  "    Foreign  Countries,       .         .  732 


17.595 


Our  present  membership  consists  of : 

Life  Members,       .         .         .         .         .         .         213 

Annual  Members,  .         .         .         .         .         631 

844 

At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Society  in  March,  it  was 
voted  by  a  large  majority,  "that  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Society 
that  women  should  be  admitted  as  life  or  annual  members  on 
the  same  terms  as  men." 
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Seven  papers  have  been  read  before  the  Society  during  the 
year,  as  follows  : 

February  12  :  "  The  South  Writing  School,"  by  Mr.  William 
Carver  Bates. 

April  9 :  "  A  Plea  for  the  Preservation  of  the  Relics  of 
Old  Boston,"  by  Mr.  Henry  Lee. 

May  14  :  "The  Development  of  the  Federal  Constitution," 
by  Mr.  Alonzo  Bond  WTentworth. 

June  11  :  "The  Old  Federal  Street  Theatre,"  by  Mr.  W. 
T.  W.  Ball. 

October  8  :  "  The  Old  Bunch  of  Grapes  Tavern,"  by  Mr. 
Edwin  Lasseter  Bynner. 

November  12  :  "Governor  Winthrop's  Homestead — The 
Green,"  by  Mr.  Hamilton  Andrews  Hill. 

December  10:  "The  Discovery  of  America  by  the  North- 
men," by  the  Rev.  Edmund  F.  Slafter. 

The  only  publication  which  we  were  able  to  distribute 
among  our  members  during  the  year,  besides  the  usual  annual 
report,  was  the  monograph  on  "The  Province  Seal  of  New 
Hampshire  under  William  and  Mary,  1692-1694,"  read  by 
Mr.  James  Rindge  Stanwood  at  the  monthly  meeting,  June 
12,  1888.  This  was  printed  by  private  subscription.  There 
are  several  papers  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  which  should 
be  put  into  print  whenever  the  Directors  may  feel  justified 
in  incurring  the  necessary  expense. 

The  Necrology  for  1889  is  as  follows  : 

John  Theodore  Clark,   born  in   Boston,   November   5,  1820, 

died  in  Roxbury,  (Boston,)  February  5. 
Jonathan    Ingersoll   Bowditch,   born   in   Salem,   October    15, 

1806,  died  in  Jamaica  Plain,  (Boston,)  February  19. 
Henry   Austin   Whitney,   born   in   Boston,  October  6,    1826, 

died  in  Boston,  February  21. 
Charles  Carruth,  born  in   North   Brookfield,    November  24, 

18 17,  died  in  Boston,  March  17. 
Cyrus  Woodman,  born  in   Buxton,  Me.,  June  2,  18 14,  died  in 

Cambridge,  March  30. 
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Jacob  Sleeper,  born   in   Newcastle,  Me.,  November  21,  1802, 

died  in  Boston,  March  31. 
Mortimer   Catlin   Ferris,  born   in   Swanton,   Vt.,    March   26, 

18 18,  died  in  Brookline,  April  6. 

Stanton  Blake,  born  in   Boston,  May  8,  1837,  died  in  Boston, 

April  21. 
John   F.   Hartt,  born  in  Jamaica  Plain,   November  21,  1842, 

died  in  Chicago,  April  27. 

Charles  Woodward  Wilder,  born  in  Westminster,  January  16, 

1 8 19,  died  in  Boston,  May  2. 

Henry  Wilder  Foote,  born  in  Salem,  June  2,  1838,  died  in 
Boston,  May  29. 

Isaac  Bonney  Mills,  born  in  Boston,  December  7,  1826,  died 
in  Boston,  June  n. 

Thomas  Coffin  Amory,  born  in  Boston,  October  16,  18 12, 
died  in  Boston,  August  20. 

Eben  Dale,  born  in  Boston,  January  3,  1843,  died  in  Glou- 
cester, September  9. 

Frederick  William  Barry,  born  in  Boston,  December  8,  185  1, 

died  in  Chelsea,  September  11. 
Franklin  Fiske   Heard,  born  in  Wayland,  January  17,  1825, 

died  in  Boston,  September  29. 
Robert   Bennet   Forbes,   born    in  Jamaica  Plain,  September 

18,  1804,  died  in  Boston,  November  23. 
Francis  Winthrop   Palfrey,  born   in  Boston,  April   11,   1831, 

died  in  Cannes,  France,  December  6. 
Samuel  Elwell  Sawyer,  born  in  Gloucester,  October  26,  181 5, 

died  in  Gloucester,  December  15. 

Horatio   Edward   Swasey,  born  in  Standish,  Me.,  October  23, 

1847,  died  in  Boston,  December  24. 
John    Templeman    Coolidge,    born    in    Newton,   January  26, 

1810,  died  in  Boston,  December  27. 

Messrs.  Henry  Austin  Whitney,  Cyrus  Woodman,  Morti- 
mer Catlin  Ferris,  Stanton  Blake,  John  F.  Hartt,  and  Francis 
Winthrop  Palfrey  were  Life  Members  of  the  Society. 


\6 

Almost  every  one  of  the  foregoing  names  is  representative 
of  that  which  is  most  honorable  and  useful  in  the  commercial 
and  professional  life  of  Boston,  as  well  as  in  the  maintenance 
of  its  philanthropic  activity  and  its  charities.  Mr.  Thomas 
Coffin  Amory  was  one  of  the  founders  of  this  Society,  and  a 
member  of  its  Board  of  Directors  until  the  increasing  infir- 
mities of  advanced  age  prevented  his  further  attention  to  its 
concerns.  In  our  report  a  year  ago  his  resignation  as  a 
Director  was  mentioned.  Mr.  Samuel  Elwell  Sawyer  was 
chosen  a  Director  at  the  annual  meeting  a  year  ago.  He  felt 
a  deep  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Society,  and  was  beginning 
to  give  time  and  thought  to  its  advancement,  when,  last  May, 
the  loss  of  his  wife  changed  all  the  currents  of  his  life.  He 
survived  a  little  more  than  half  a  year  ;  but  in  this  interval 
he  provided  for  the  distribution  of  his  large  estate  in  a  way 
that  will  keep  his  name  in  perpetual  remembrance  as  that  of 
a  noble,  generous  and  wisely  discriminating  giver,  and  will 
ensure  for  it  a  prominent  place  on  the  long  and  distinguished 
roll  of  Boston's  benefactors.  Our  own  .Society  is  one  of 
those  which  were  remembered  by  him  in  his  will  ;  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  his  example  in  this  respect  will  be  followed 
by  others,  who  feel  a  like  interest  in  the  objects  of  the  Society, 
and  a  like  regard  for  the  good  city  whose  history  and  fame  it 
is  our  privilege  here  to  illustrate  and  extend. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Curtis  Guild 
John  T.  Hassam 
Samuel  H.  Russell 
Hamilton  A.  Hill 
Joshua  P.  Bodfish 
Wm.  Wilkins  Warren 
John  Lathrop 
George  O.  Carpenter. 

Boston,  January  14,   1890. 
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REPORT    OF   THE    NOMINATING   COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Willcutt  presented  the  following:  — 

The  Committee  appointed  to  nominate  officers  of  the 
Bostonian  Society  for  the  year  1890,  respectfully  propose  the 
following  names  :  — 

For  Clerk  and  Treasurer 
William  Clarence  Burrage 


For  Directors 


Curtis  Guild 
Samuel  H.   Russell 
Hamilton  A.  Hill 
Joshua  P.  Bodfish 


Wm.  Wilkins  Warren1 
John  Lathrop 
George  O.  Carpenter 
William  S.  Appleton 


Benjamin  C.  Clark 

For  the  Committee, 

Levi  L.  Willcutt, 

Chairman. 

A  ballot  was  taken,  and  the  foregoing  list  of  candidates 
was  declared  to  have  been  elected. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  ROOMS. 

The  Committee  on  the  Rooms  have  the  honor  to  report, 
that  the  public  interest  in  the  object  of  our  Society  has  been 
unabated  in  the  number  of  visitors,  and  in  gifts  and  loans,  all 
of  which  are  acknowledged  in  detail  in  the  appendix  to  the 
annual  report. 

Two  gifts  recently  received  by  the  Society  deserve  special 
mention.  The  first  is  an  official  document  on  parchment, 
bearing  the  sign  manual  of  James  II,  and  an  impression  of  the 
great  seal.     It  is  called  a  "fine,"  a  species  of  conveyance  known 

1  Mr.  Warren  died  January  23,  1890. 


to  the  English  law,  and  its  subject  was  Nathaniel  Newgate, 
or  Newdigate,  grandson  of  John,  one  of  the  first  settlers  in 
Boston.  Nathaniel  described  himself,  November  22,  1688, 
as  of  the  city  of  London,  "at  present  sojourning  in  Boston," 
and  at  this  date  he  conveyed  the  farm  known  as  "  Newgate's 
Farm,"  Rumney  Marsh,  to  Colonel  Samuel  Shrimpton.  We 
are  indebted  to  Mr.  William  Whitwell  Greenough  for  this  in- 
teresting document. 

The  second  of  the  gifts  referred  to,  is  a  delineation  of  Bos- 
ton and  its  neighborhood,  in  three  views,  taken  in  1764,  of 
which  it  is  said  by  the  Record  Commissioners  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  in  their  Twentieth  Report  :  "  Such  a  recovery  of  the 
appearance  of  Boston,  prior  to  the  Revolution,  is  an  event  of 
the  greatest  interest  to  every  local  antiquary."  The  Direc- 
tors placed  so  high  an  estimate  upon  this  acquisition  that 
they  requested  one  of  their  number,  Mr.  Hamilton  A.  Hill,  to 
prepare  a  statement  in  reference  to  it ;  this  was  read  at  the 
December  meeting,  and  is  now  presented  as  a  part  of  this 
report :  — 

"  At  the  monthly  meeting  of  this  Society  two  years  ago 
(December  13,  1887),  Mr.  Edward  L.  Pierce  read  to  us  from 
a  manuscript  journal  which  he  had  brought  from  Castle  How- 
ard not  long  before,  and  which  recorded  the  travels  of  Lord 
Morpeth  in  the  United  States  in  1841  and  1842,  selecting 
particularly  those  passages  in  which  the  writer  had  described 
his  visits  to  Boston  in  October  and  December  of  the  former 
year,  and  making  interesting  comments  upon  them.  The 
accomplished  and  excellent  nobleman,  who  was  the  writer  of 
this  journal,  was  liberal  in  his  politics,  and  came  to  this 
country  prepared  to  do  full  justice  to  whatever  might  fall 
under  his  observation  here.  He  had  been  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland,  but,  temporarily,  was  out  of  office  and  out  of  Parlia- 
ment. He  succeeded  his  father  as  Earl  of  Carlisle  in  1848  ; 
afterward  he  went  twice  to  Ireland  as  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  ful- 
filled the  duties  of  that  difficult  position  with  much  acceptance. 
Charles  Sumner  had  made  his  acquaintance  in  England,  and 
an  exceptionally  warm  and  sympathetic  friendship  sprang  up 
between  the  two,  which  never  wavered  while  they  both  lived. 
In   1854,   Lord  Carlisle  published  'A  Diary  in  Turkish  and 
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Greek  Waters,'  an  edition  of  which  was  edited  by  Professor, 
afterward  President,  Felton.  We  very  much  wish  that  the 
present  Earl  would  authorize  the  preparation  of  the  American 
diary  for  the  press. 

"  A  few  months  since,  Mr.  Pierce  again  visited  Castle 
Howard,  and  his  host  manifested  his  friendly  disposition 
towards  Boston,  which  would  seem  to  have  become  heredi- 
tary in  the  family,  by  presenting  to  him  several  engraved  por- 
traits, together  with  three  water-color  drawings,  with  the  re- 
quest that  they  might  be  deposited  in  some  appropriate  place 
in  this  city.  Mr.  Pierce  decided  to  give  these  pictures  to  the 
Bostonian  Society,  and  we  have  the  gratification  of  receiving 
them  formally  from  him  on  this  occasion. 

"The  Directors  attached  so  much  importance  to  this  gift, 
and  especially  to  the  old  pictures  of  Boston  as  a  most  val- 
uable and,  perhaps,  unique  contribution  to  our  topographical 
collection,  that  it  was  decided  to  submit  a  statement  to  the 
Society  in  reference  to  them.  They  bear  the  date  of  1764, 
and  on  the  back  of  one  of  them  has  been  written,  by  the  late 
or  some  previous  owner  of  them  at  Castle  Howard,  the  fol- 
lowing memorandum,  in  pencil :  — 

"  '  These  3  drawings  of  Boston  are  by  R.  Byron,  1764. 

"  '  I  believe  Capt.  Richard  Byron,  R.  N.,  brother  of  Admi- 
ral John  Byron,  who  was  grandfather  of  the  poet  ;  he  was 
brother  to  Isabella  Byron,  Lady  Carlisle,  and  uncle  to  Fred- 
erick, Lord  Carlisle,  who  was  commissioner  to  the  U.  S., 
1779.' 

"  Before  we  speak  of  the  drawings,  it  seems  fitting  that  a  few 
words  be  said  in  reference  to  their  author  and  his  family,  and 
to  the  circumstances  under  which  he  came  to  Boston  just 
one  century  and  a  quarter  ago. 

"The  older  brother  mentioned  in  the  memorandum  was  the 
second  son  of  William,  fourth  Lord  Byron.  He  was  born  in 
1723,  and,  as  a  young  man,  he  was  to  have  circumnavigated 
the  globe  in  Lord  Anson's  squadron,  but  the  '  Wager,'  in 
which  he  sailed,  was  wrecked  off  the  coast  of  Patagonia,  and 
he,  and  those  of  the  ship's  company  who  survived  with  him,, 
suffered  almost  incredible  hardships  during  the  next  five 
years.  When,  at  length,  in  1746,  he  landed  in  England,  he,  and 
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the  captain  of  his  ship  and  another  officer,  were  utterly  desti- 
tute and  had  barely  enough  money  to  take  them  from  Dover  to 
London.  The  narrative  which  he  published  of  his  adventures 
and  sufferings  was  widely  read  at  the  time,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  interesting  books  of  the  kind  in  the  language.  We 
quote  a  few  sentences  from  the  closing  chapter  of  this  work, 
particularly  because  of  the  reference  which  they  contain  to 
the  sister  to  whom,  as  we  suppose,  the  drawings  before  us 
once  belonged  : 

" '  When  I  got  to  the  Borough,  I  took  a  wash  and  drove  to 
Marlborough  Street,  where  my  friends  had  lived  when  I  left 
England ;  but  when  I  came  there  I  found  the  house  shut  up. 
Having  been  absent  so  many  years,  and  in  all  that  time  never 
having  heard  a  word  from  home,  I  knew  not  who  was  dead,  or 
who  was  living,  or  where  to  go  next;  or  even  how  to  pay  the 
coachman.  I  recollected  a  linen-draper's  shop,  not  far  from 
thence,  which  our  family  had  used.  I  therefore  drove  there 
next,  and  making  myself  known,  they  paid  the  coachman. 
I  then  enquired  after  our  family,  and  was  told  my  sister 
had  married  Lord  Carlisle,  and  was  at  that  time  in  Soho 
Square.  I  immediately  walked  to  the  house,  and  knocked  at 
the  door  ;  but  the  porter,  not  liking  my  figure,  which  was  half 
French,  half  Spanish,  [on  the  return  voyage  he  and  his  com- 
panions had  been  captured  by  the  French,  and  detained  for 
several  months  as  prisoners,]  with  the  addition  of  a  large  pair 
of  boots  covered  with  dirt,  he  was  going  to  shut  the  door  in 
my  face  ;  but  I  prevailed  with  him  to  let  me  come  in.  I  need 
not  acquaint  my  readers  with  what  surprise  and  joy  my  sister 
received  me.  She  immediately  furnished  me  with  money 
sufficient  to  appear  like  the  rest  of  my  countrymen  ;  till  that 
time  I  could  not  be  properly  said  to  have  finished  all  the  ex- 
traordinary scenes  which  a  series  of  unfortunate  adventures 
had  kept  me  in  for  the  space  of  five  years  and  upward.' 

"  The  poet  Byron,  relating  an  instance  of  the  troubles  en- 
countered by  those  who  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships,  thus 
characteristically  refers  to  the  hardships  endured  and  de- 
scribed by  his  ancestor  : 

"  '  His  sufferings  were  comparative 
To  those  related  in  my  grand-dad's  narrative.1 
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"  Captain  John  Byron  made  a  voyage  of  discovery  to  the 
South  Seas  in  1764-66.  In  1769  he  was  appointed  governor 
of  Newfoundland.1  In  1779  he  fought  an  indecisive  battle 
against  D'Estaing  off  Grenada,  and  soon  after  was  made  vice- 
admiral.  He  died  in  1785.  His  son,  George  Anson,  on  the 
death  of  the  poet,  who  was  sixth  lord,  became  seventh  Lord 
Byron.     He  also  was  a  commander  in  the  navy.2 

"So  constantly  had  John  Byron  to  contend,  on  his  various 
expeditions,  with  adverse  gales  and  dangerous  storms,  that 
he  was  nick-named  by  his  sailors  '  Foul-weather  Jack.'  It 
is  to  this  that  the  poet  alludes  in  his  '  Epistle '  to  his 
sister,  Augusta,  in  which  he  says,  more  respectfully  than  in 
the  lines  just  quoted,  and  most  pathetically  :  — 

"  '  A  strange  doom  is  thy  father's  son's,  and  past 
Recalling  as  it  lies  beyond  redress, 
Reversed  for  him  our  grandsire's  fate  of  yore, 
He  had  no  rest  at  sea,  nor  I  on  shore.' 

"  Richard  Byron  was  born  in  1724.  In  the  Peerages  he  is 
described  as  rector  of  Houghton,  Durham,  and  a  Master  of 
Arts.  If  we  are  correct  in  our  identification  of  him,  he 
must  have  entered  the  Church  somewhat  late  in  life,  for  he 
was  forty  years  old  when  he  was  in  Boston,  and  according  to 
the  memorandum  on  one  of  his  drawings  he  attained  the  rank 
of  captain  before  retiring  from  the  service.  He  married  in 
1768,  and  his  son,  Richard,  who  became  a  rear  admiral  in  the 
royal  navy,  was  born  in  1769. 3     He  died  in  181 1. 

"  We  cannot  find  the  name  of  Richard  Byron  among  the  cap- 
tains of  the  royal  navy  whose  vessels  are  reported  as  cruising 
on  the  New  England  coast  in  1764.4  These  vessels  were  com- 

1  In  the  Boston  Public  Library  there  is  a  volume  of  manuscript  copies  of 
official  letters  and  orders,  issued  by  Admiral  Byron  while  Governor  and  Com. 
mander-in-chief  of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador,  1769-177 1. 

2  George  Anson,  Lord  Byron,  made  a  voyage  to  the  Pacific  in  1824-25,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  home  the  bodies  of  the  King  and  Queen  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  who  had  died  during  a  visit  to  Great  Britain. 

3  The  crest  of  the  Byron  family — a  mermaid  —  seems  appropriate  in  view  of 
the  service  of  so  many  of  its  members  upon  the  sea. 

4  The  following  were  in  Boston  Harbor  in  1764:  the  frigate  "Cygnet,"  18, 
Capt.  Leslie  ;  the  sloop  of  war  "  Fortune,"  14,  Capt.  Bishop  ;  the  sloop  of  war 
"Jamaica,"  14,  Capt.  Burden;  the  schooner  "Magdalene,"  8,  Capt.  Dugdale ;  the 
"Maidstone,"  Capt.  Antrobus. 
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ingand  going  to  and  from  Boston  Harbor  during  the  summer 
and  autumn,  and  sometimes  three  or  four  of  them  would  be 
riding  at  anchor  together  in  what  was  then  called  King-Road. 
Their  task  was  to  protect  the  imperial  revenue,  and  to  awe 
the  people  of  the  colonies  into  submission  to  the  taxation 
measures  which  Parliament  had  begun  to  pass  for  their  gov- 
ernment Early  in  the  year,  a  gentleman  in  London  said  in 
a  letter  to  a  correspondent  in  New  York,  that  'he  could 
write  nothing  agreeable  ;  that  there  would  soon  be  sent  over  a 
parcel  of  Marmadonian  ravens,  who  would  rip  up  and  feed 
upon  the  very  vitals  of  the  people  ;  such  as  officers  of  stamp 
duties,  appraisers  of  lands,  furniture  and  other  goods  ;  and  that 
the  Ministry  were  determined  to  make  the  colonists  pay  for 
the  peace  which  they  liked  so  well.'  On  the  29th  of  March 
the  frigate  'Juno'  arrived  at  New  York,  bringing  several 
lieutenants  of  the  navy  to  command  cutters  on  the  coast, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  see  that  the  Custom  House  was  not  de- 
frauded. The  country  was  on  the  eve  of  revolution,  and  the 
people  of  Boston,  especially,  were  rapidly  advancing  towards 
the  point  of  opposition  to  the  home  government  by  force 
of  arms.  James  Otis  had  made  his  memorable  speech  in 
this  chamber  against  the  proposed  writs  of  assistance,  not 
long  before  ;  and  in  the  following  year,  1765,  there  was  to 
be  a  popular  demonstration  against  the  Stamp-Act,  when  one 
crown  official  would  be  burnt  in  effigy,  and  the  houses  of  two 
others  would  be  sacked.  We  suppose  Richard  Byron  to  have 
been  an  officer  on  board  one  of  the  cruisers  which  visited 
these  waters  at  this  critical  period  ;  and,  if,  indeed,  he  took 
orders  in  the  Church  of  England  two  or  three  years  later,  we 
can  easily  believe  that  he  was  a  man  of  peace  rather  than 
of  strife,  and  that  he  took  much  more  satisfaction  in  his  pur- 
suits as  an  amateur  artist,  than  in  the  perfunctory  perfor- 
mance of  what  was  required  of  him  as  an  officer  of  the  navy, 
in  the  enforcement  of  obnoxious  laws  upon  an  unwilling  peo- 
ple. Be  this  as  it  may,  he  employed  his  leisure  hours  in 
making  some  sketches,  perhaps  more  than  these  three,  of 
Boston  and  its  neighborhood,  which,  on  his  return  to  Eng- 
land,  he  gave  to  his  sister,  Lady  Carlisle,  and  which  have 


been  resting  among  the  treasures  of  Castle  Howard  for  more 
than  a  century. 

"We  come  now  to  speak  of  the  drawings  themselves.  The 
interest  and  importance  which  attach  to  them  as  illustrations 
of  Boston  in  the  last  century,  will  be  appreciated  when  it  is 
remembered  that  only  two  views  of  Boston  are  known  to  be  in 
existence  of  an  earlier  date  than  1764,  namely,  the  picture  of 
William  Price  of  1725,  reproduced  in  1743,  and  Governor 
Pownal's  of  1757.  *  By  a  comparison  of  Captain  Byron's 
drawings  now  before  us,  which  are  originals,  with  the  copies 
extant  of  those  earlier  pictures,  their  substantial  accuracy 
both  in  general  effect  and  in  details  is  made  apparent,  while, 
compared  especially  with  Governor  Pownal's  view,  their  range 
is  more  comprehensive,  and  their  execution  more  artistic. 
The  first  in  the  order  in  which  we  shall  name  them,  bears  the 
following  in  the  handwriting  of  the  author  :  '  View  of  the 
Long  Warf  and  Part  of  the  Harbour  of  Boston  in  New  Eng- 
land America  R.  Byron  ft.'  This  picture  seems  to  have 
been  taken  from  Fort  Hill,  looking  across  the  Town  Cove. 
There  are  shipyards  on  the  left,  under  the  hill,  and  before  us, 
in  the  cove,  we  have  the  site  of  the  streets  and  wharves  now 
lying  to  the  east  of  Kilby  Street,  Merchants  Row  and  Dock 
Square,  including  that  of  the  present  Custom  House,  also,  per- 
haps, some  remains  of  the  old  sea  wall,  the  construction  of 
which  was  authorized  in  1673,  and  which,  in  168 1,  had  been  built 
and  almost  finished,  at  great  cost,  pains  and  hazard  to  the  un- 
dertakers, for  the  safety  of  the  town  and  of  his  Majesty's  col- 
ony in  the  possible  event  of  invasion  by  sea.2 

"The  second  drawing  is  inscribed:  'View  of  the  South 
End  of  Boston  in  New  England  America  and  of  the  Neck 
taken  from  the  Hill  N.  E.  of  the  Common  R.  Byron  ft' 
This  hill,  we  suppose,  was  Cotton  Hill,  whose  ancient  sum- 
mit, fixed  by  Drake  at  the  southerly  termination  of  Pember- 
ton  Square,  rose  eighty  feet  above  the  pavement  of  to-day. 
Looking  toward  the  right,  we  have  a  strip  of  the  Common, 

1  What  is  known  as  the  Carwitham  View  is  probably  of  a  later  date  than  the 
Byron  drawings. 

2  See  Mem.  History  of  Boston,  Vol.  l,flfi-  226,  227. 
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with  the  Back  Bay.  On  the  left  are  the  South  Bay  and 
Dorchester  Bay,  with  the  Blue  Hills  beyond.  Hollis  Street 
meeting-house  stands  in  the  foreground,  and  the  shape  and 
course  of  the  Neck  are  clearly  defined,  a  windmill  rising  at 
the  Roxbury  end,  and  Dorchester  meeting-house  in  the  dis- 
tance. To  the  left  is  the  old  powder-house,  and  on  the  right, 
on  the  Common,  a  knoll  is  represented,  which  is  worthy  the 
attention  of  some  of  our  local  antiquarians. 

"The  third  picture  bears  the  following  description  :  '  View 
of  the  North  End  of  Boston  in  New  England  America  and 
of  Charles-Town  taken  from  the  Hill  Westward  of  the  Bea- 
con R.  Byron  ft.'  The  third  or  westernmost  peak  of  Tri- 
mountain  was  called  at  different  times  West  Hill,  Copley's 
Hill,  Mount  Vernon,  and  other  names  less  generally  known. 
We  here  see  before  us  Barton's  Point,  perhaps,  Charles  River, 
the  town  of  Charlestown,  and  Breed's  and  Bunker's  Hills  in 
the  rear.  To  the  left  of  the  Charlestown  meeting-house  we 
may  have  a  suggestion  of  the  great  house,  so  called,  which 
with  the  rest  of  the  town  was  destroyed  by  fire,  June  17, 
1775.  On  the  rising  ground  to  the  extreme  right  of  the  pic- 
ture is  the  site  of  the  McLean  Asylum,  beyond  which  lies  the 
territory  reclaimed  from  the  sea  upon  which  the  enormous 
traffic  of  our  northern  railroad  stations  is  carried  on. 

"  We  have  not  proposed  to  write  an  exhaustive  description 
of  these  old  pictures,  but  simply  to  give  an  outline  of  what 
they  comprise,  for  the  information  of  those  interested.  We 
hope  that  those  of  our  members  who  are  authorities  upon 
questions  relating  to  our  local  topography,  will  favor  the 
Society  and  the  public  with  the  result  of  such  study  of  them 
as  they  may  find  it  convenient  to  make. 

"Congratulating  the  Society  upon  this  valuable  acquisition, 
—  the  precursor,  we  may  hope,  of  other  donations  from  the 
collections  in  other  historical  English  homes,  the  following 
vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Pierce,  and,  through  him,  to  the  Earl 
of  Carlisle,  is  proposed  :  — 

"  Voted,  that  the  Bostonian  Society  hereby  expresses  its 
cordial  thanks  to  the  Honorable  Edward  L.  Pierce,  for  present- 
ing to  it  three  water-color  drawings  by  Captain  Richard  Byron, 
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R.  N.,  and  several  portrait  engravings,  sent  to  this  city  by 
the  Right  Honorable,  the  Earl  of  Carlisle,  and  that  Mr.  Pierce 
be  requested  to  express  to  Lord  Carlisle,  in  behalf  of  this 
Society,  its  hearty  appreciation  of  his  valuable  gift." 

The  Committee  would  say  in  closing,  that  the  small  amount 
of  fifty  dollars  and  eighty-five  cents  is  all  that  the  Com- 
mittee has  expended  in  the  past  year  out  of  an  appropriation 
of  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  Committee, 


Samuel  H.  Russell, 

Chairman. 


January  13,  1890. 


ACCESSIONS    TO    THE    LIBRARY    COLLECTION, 

1889. 


Donors. 


Amory,  Charles 

Athenaeum,  Boston  . 

Boston,  City  of,  by  W.  P.  Wilson 

Betts,  Richard  K.,  Phila.  . 

California  Historical  Society     . 

Child,  Addison 

Cobb,  Sam'l  C,  President 

Cone,  Frank  W. 

Crowninshield,  B.  W. 

Dalton,  Gen.  Sam'l    . 

Folsom,  A.  A.    . 

Fay,  Sigourney  W.     . 

Guild,  Curtis     .... 

Gould,  Elizabeth  Porter,  Chelsea 

Garrison,  W.  P. 

Green,  Samuel  A.      .         .         . 

Handel  and  Haydn  Society 


Vols. 


Pam- 
phlets. 


*3 
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Donors. 

Vols. 

Pam- 
phlets. 

Number  brought  forward,   .                             .          . 

J3 

12 

Hill,  Don  Gleason     . 

i 

Hassam,  John  T.       . 

i 

Huntoon,  Mrs.  D.  T.  V.,  Canton 

5 

Monks,  R.  G 

i 

Massachusetts,  State  of     . 

i 

MacDonald,  Edw. 

i 

New  England  Historic  Genealogical 

Society 

i 

Rhode  Island  Historical  Society 

i 

Stevenson,  Col.  J.  H. 

Thwing,  Rev.  Edward  Payson 

Temple,  Thos.  F.,  Register 

Wilder,  Win.  H. 

Whitmore,  Wm.  H.    . 

Wiggin,  James  Henry 

i 

Waterston,  Rev.  R.  C. 

Wheildon,  Wm.  W.    . 

i 

Winthrop,  Robert  C. 

i 

Purchased 

9 

2 

Totals, 


Signed  : 
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Wm.  Clarence  Burrage, 

Clerk. 


The  Treasurer  presented  his  Annual  Report,  which  will  be 
found  on  another  page. 


Adjourned. 


Wm.  Clarence  Burrage, 

Clerk. 
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ACCESSIONS 
TO  THE  SOCIETY'S    COLLECTIONS,   1889. 


GIFTS    AND    PURCHASES. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Andrews,  Mrs.  S.  L. 
Burrage,  Wm.  C. 

Cabot,  Francis,  Sec. 

Chandler,  Mrs.  B.  F. 

Clark,  J.  T.,  Est. 
Curtis,  Henry  P. 


Eustis,  Wm.  T. 
Folsom,  A.  A. 
Hassam,  F.  F. 

Hatch,  J.  B.,  Exr.  Est. 

of  E.  T.  Hastings. 
Knapp,  H.  E. 

MacDonald,  Edw. 


Manning,  F.  H. 
Marvin,  W.  T.  R. 


Perkins,  Mrs.  Richard 


Lithog.  Minofs  Light,  framed  in  the  wood  of  the 

Old  Light  House. 
Heliotype.       Commission  to  Col.  Benj.  Pollard,  issued  by 

the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  April   7, 

Lead.  Box  and  contents  placed  under  the  corner 

stone  of  the  Merchants1  Exchange,  Aug. 
2,  1841. 

Paper.  Crayon  Portrait  of  Alexander  Parris,  Archi- 

tect.    W.  E.  Chickering,  Artist. 
About  250  Ancient  Theatre  Programmes. 

Photo.  Gen.  Sam'l  M.  Ouincy,  as  Mayor  of  New 

Orleans. 
40  Photos,  old  Boston. 

Paper.  Variety  of  Certificates  and  Circulars. 

Photo.  Honourable  Artillery  Company  of  London. 

Lithog.  Recruiting  Scene,  Old  South  Church  Yard, 

1862. 

Broadside.       Bloody  Butchery  of  the  British  Troops,  Con- 
cord, April  19,  1775. 

Lithog.  J  Ancient  Boston,  1850. 

Cert.  Ladies'  School.  1818. 

Wood.  Carved  sign  in  shape  of  two  doves. 

Iron.  Door  Knocker,  marked  Thomas  Whitman, 

124  Prince  St. 

Photo.  Daniel  Webster. 

Gold  Plated.    Medal  commemorating  the  250th  Anniver- 
sary of  the  Settlement  of  Boston. 

Gilt.  Medal  Old  Guard  of  New  York.     Worn  in 

250th  Anniversary  Parades  of  the  Ancient 
and  Honorable  Artillery  Co. 

Silver,  etc.      Cigar  Lighter  and  Wine-glass  Tray,  formerly 
owned  by  Gov.  Hancock. 

Paper.  Letter  from  John  Hancock  to  Daniel  Perkins, 

his  uncle,  London,  March  2,  1761. 

Crockery.        Cup  formerly  owned  by  Gov.  Hancock. 

Lithog.  Portrait  of  Wm.  Wirt. 


DONOR. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Phelps  family,  by  Mrs. 
C.  P.  Bulfinch. 

Cloth,  etc. 

Complete  uniform  and  equipments  worn  by 
Capt.  C.  P.  Phelps,  as  Commander  of 
the  Boston  Hussars,  1811  to  18 18. 

Pratt.  Dr.  J.  F. 

Paper. 

Ancient  bill,  Cromwell's  Head  Tavern, 
School  street,  Boston. 

Putnam,  H.  W.,  Exr. 

Tin. 

Lantern  which  hung  on  the  Liberty  Tree, 

J.  H.  Hunneman. 

1766. 

Richards  &  Co.,  H.  M. 

Metal. 

Three  medals  worn  by  Committees  of  the 
Legislature  to  Philadelphia,  1887;  Ohio, 
1888;  New  York,  1889. 

Rosenthal,  A. 

Engraving. 

George  Washington. 

Rowlands,  Walter 

Heliotype. 

Charles  I,  King  of  England. 

Spiller,  Wm.  H. 

Photo. 

Old  Powder  House,  West  Somerville. 

Spooner,  Nathaniel 

Paper. 

Autograph  Letters  of  Daniel  Webster,  Peleg 
Sprague,  and  Chief  Justice  Shaw. 

White,  Edward  A. 

Lithog. 

Old  Feather  House,  Dock  Square. 

Winsor,  Justin 

Engraving. 

General  Haldimand. 

LOANS 
TO  THE  SOCIETY'S  COLLECTION,   1889. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Jeffries,  Dr.  B.  Joy       Oil  Painfg.  I  John  Jeffries.     S.  P.  Hodgdon  pinx. 

Broadside,    j  Dr.  Jeffries  and  Mr.  Blanchard's  Fifth  Bal- 
loon Voyage. 
Oliver,  E.  Play  Bill,      j  Tremont  Theatre,  Miss   Ellen  Tree,  Nov. 

28,  1837. 
1  | 

The  Park  Family,  New-  Oil  Paint'g.  |  Dr.  John  Park,  born  Windham,  N.  H.,  Jan. 

ton.  7,  1775.     Died  March  3,  1852. 


OFFICERS    FOR    1890 


President 
CURTIS    GUILD 


Clerk  and  Treasurer 
Wm.  Clarence   Burrage 


Curtis  Guild 
Samuel  H.  Russell 
Hamilton  A.  Hill 
Joshua  P.  Bodfish 


Directors 

Wm.  Wilkins  Warren 
John  Lathrop 
George  O.  Carpenter 
Wm.  S.  Appleton 
Benjamin  C.  Clark 


Samuel  H.  Russell 
Richard  Briggs 


Committee  on  the  Rooms 

George  O.  Carpenter 
Levi  L.  Willcutt 
Wm.  S.  Appleton 
President  and  Clerk,  Ex-officio 


Hamilton  A.  Hill 


Hamilton  A.  Hill 


Committee  on  Publications 

I  Benjamin  C.  Clark 

The  Clerk 


Committee  on  Papers 

James  F.  Hunnewell 
S.  Arthur  Bent 


Committee  on  Membership 
George  O.  Carpenter  Henry  W.  Hart 

Jeremiah  Colburn  Benjamin  C.  Clark 

Geo.  Y.  Wellington 


Committee  on  the  Library 


James  L.  Whitney 
James  F.  Hunnewell 
Wm.  C.  Winslow 


Curtis  Guild 


Charles  E.  Clark 
Jacob  A.  Dresser 
The  Clerk,  Ex-officio 


Finance  Committee 

I  Samuel  H.  Russell 

Geo.  O.  Carpenter 


LIFE    MEMBERS. 


Abbott,  Marshall  K. 
Adams,  Charles  F. 
Alley,  John  R. 
Ames,  Oliver 
Amory,  Frederick 
Andrews,  Frank  W. 
Angell,  Henry  C. 
Appleton,  Nathan 
Appleton,  Mrs.  Emily  W. 
Appleton,  William  S. 
Armstrong,  George  W. 
Austin,  James  W. 
Ayer,  James  B. 
Bailey,  Joseph  T. 
Baker,  Miss  C.  Alice 
Ballister,  Joseph  F. 
Barron,  Clarence  W. 
Bartlett,  Francis 
Bigelow,  George  B. 
Blake,  Clarence  J. 
Blake,  Francis 
*Blake,  Stanton 
Bodfish,  Joshua  P. 
Bradford,  Martin  L. 
Bradford,  William  B. 
*Bradlee,  J.  Putnam 
Brewer,  William  D. 
Brooks,  Peter  Chardon 
Brooks,  Shepherd 
Brown,  John  Coffin  Jones 
Browne,  C.  Allen 
Browne,  Edward  I. 
Burrage,  William  Clarence 


Candler,  John  W. 
Carpenter,  George  O. 
Carpenter,  George  O.,  Jr. 
Center,  Joseph  H. 
Chapin,  Nahum 
Chase,  George  Bigelow 
Chase,  Stephen 
Chase,  Theodore 
Clark,  Charles  E. 
Clay,  Thomas  H. 
Codman,  John 
Codman,  Ogden,  Jr. 
Coffin,  Frederick  S. 
Colburn,  Jeremiah 
Converse,  Elisha  S. 
Crowninshield,  Benjamin  W. 
Curtis,  Caleb  A. 
Curtis,  Henry  Pelham 
Cutter,  Benjamin  F. 
Cutter,  Watson  G. 
Davis,  J.  Alba 
Davis,  James  C. 
Davis,  Geo.  Henry 
Davis,  William  Henry 
Dean,  John  Ward 
*Deblois,  Stephen  Grant 
Dewing,  Benjamin  H. 
Dill,  Thomas  B. 
Dorr,  Francis  O. 
*Dupee,  James  A. 
Dwight,  Edmund 
Eaton,  Walter  D. 
Edes,  Henry  H. 


*  Deceased. 
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Eliot,  Christopher  R. 
Eliot,  Samuel 
Emery,  Francis  F. 
Estes,  Dana 
Fabyan,  George  F. 
Farrington,  Charles  F. 
Fay,  Joseph  S. 
Fay,  Sigourney  W. 
Fearing,  Andrew  C,  Jr. 
Fenno,  J.  Brooks 
*  Ferris,  Mortimer  C. 
Fogg,  John  S.  H. 
Foster,  John 
French,  Frederick  W. 
French,  Jonathan 
Fuller,  Charles  Emerson 
*Fuller,  Henry  H. 
Galloupe,  Charles  W. 
George,  Elijah 
Gould,  Benj.  Apthorp 
Green,  Samuel  Abbott 
Guild,  Courtenay 
Guild,  Curtis 
Guild,  Curtis,  Jr. 
Haigh,  John 
Hall,  Thomas  B. 
Hammond,  George  W. 
Hammond,  Mrs.  Ellen  S.  S. 
Hancock,  Franklin 
Hapgood,  Warren 
Hart,  Thomas  N. 
Hart,  William  T. 
*Hartt,  John  F. 
Hassam,  John  Tyler 
Hayward,  George 
Hay  ward,  James  Warren 
Head,  Charles 
Hecht,  Jacob  H. 
Hemenway,  Alfred 
Henshaw,  Samuel 
Hill,  Hamilton  Andrews 
Hill,  Henry  E. 
Hill,  J.  Edward  R. 
Hoiden,  Joshua  B. 
*Homans,  Charles  Dudley 
Homans,  George  H. 


James,  George  Abbot 
Jeffries,  B.  Joy 
Jenks,  Henry  Fitch 
Jones,  D.  Way  land 
Kennard,  Martin  Parry 
Kennedy,  George  G. 
Ladd,  Nathaniel  W. 
Lamb,  George 
Lambert,  Thomas  R. 
Lane,  Jonathan  A. 
Lawrence,  Amory  A. 

*  Lawrence,  Amos  A. 
Lawrence,  Samuel  C. 
Lincoln,  Beza 

*  Little,  George  W. 
Little.  John  M. 
Longley,  James 
Loring,  William  Caleb 
Lothrop,  Thornton  K. 
Low,  George  D. 
Low,  John 
Lucas,  Edmund  G. 
MacDonald,  Edward 
Mack,  Thomas 
Manning,  Francis  H. 
Marshall,  J.  F.  B. 
Marvin,  William  T.  R. 
McLeod,  William  A. 
Minns,  Thomas 
Minot,  J.  Grafton 
Minot,  William,  Jr. 
Moore,  Frederick  H. 
Moore,  George  H. 
Morse,  L.  Foster 
Moseley,  Alexander 
Murphy,  James  S. 
Nichols,  Arthur  H. 
Norcross,  Grenville  H. 
Norwell,  Henry 
O'Brien,  Hugh  (Hon.  Mem.) 
Olmsted,  Frederick  L. 
Paige,  John  C. 

*  Palfrey,  Francis  W. 
Palfrey,  John  C. 
Parker,  Charles  W. 

I    Parsons,  Arthur  J. 

Deceased. 
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Payne,  James  H. 

Peabody,  Charles  B. 

Perkins,  Mrs.  C.  P. 

*Perkins,  William 

Perry,  Charles  F. 

Pfaff,  Jacob 

Pierce,  Nathaniel  W. 

Piper,  William  T. 

Playfair,  Lady 

Porter,  Edward  G. 

Pratt,  Laban 

Quincy,  George  Henry 

*  Quincy,  Samuel  Miller 

Richards,  Henry  C. 

Richardson,  B.  Heber 

Richardson,  Spencer  W. 

Ripley,  George 

Ross,  Alphonzo 

Rotch,  William 
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I. 
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MEMBERS. 
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The  payment  of  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  in  any  one  year 
by  any  member  of  the  Society  shall  constitute  him  a  life  member  of 
the  Society;  life  members  shall  be  free  from  assessments,  and  en- 
titled  to  all   the  rights  and  privileges   of  annual  members.      The 
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money  received  for  such  life  memberships  shall  constitute  a  fund,  of 
which  not  more  than  twenty  per  cent,  together  with  the  annual 
income,  shall  be  spent  in  any  one  year. 

V. 

CERTIFICATES. 

Certificates  signed  by  the  President  and  countersigned  by  the 
Treasurer,  shall  be  issued  to  all  persons  who  have  become  life  mem- 
bers of  the  Society. 

VI. 

MEETINGS. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  January,  and  regular  meetings  shall  be  held  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  every  month,  excepting  July,  August  and  Sep- 
tember, at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Directors  shall  appoint. 
Special  meetings  shall  be  called  by  the  Clerk,  under  the  instruction 
of  the  Directors. 

At  all  meetings  ten  members  shall  be  a  quorum  for  business. 
All  committees  shall  be  nominated  by  the  Chair,  unless  otherwise 
ordered. 

VII. 

OFFICERS. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  nine  Directors,  a  President, 
a  Clerk,  and  a  Treasurer.  The  Directors,  Clerk  and  Treasurer, 
shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the  annual  meeting  in  January,  and 
shall  hold  office  for  one  year,  and  until  others  are  duly  chosen  and 
qualified  in  their  stead. 

The  President  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  from 
their  number,  at  their  first  meeting  after  election,  or  at  any  adjourn- 
ment thereof. 

The  offices  of  Clerk  and  Treasurer  may  be  held  by  the  same 
person. 

VIII. 

VACANCIES. 

Any  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  or  the  office  of  Clerk 
or  Treasurer,  may  be  filled  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  at  any 
regular  meeting  of  the  Society,  by  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present  and  voting. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Clerk  at  any  meeting  of  the  Society,  a 
Clerk  pro  tempore  shall  be  chosen. 
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IX. 

NOMINATING   COMMITTEE. 


At  the  monthly  meeting  in  December,  a  Nominating  Committee 
of  three  persons  shall  be  appointed,  who  shall  report  at  the  annual 
meeting  a  list  of  candidates  for  the  places  to  be  filled. 

X. 

PRESIDING    OFFICER. 

The  President,  or  in  his  absence,  one  of  the  Directors,  shall 
preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Society.  In  the  absence  of  all  these 
officers,  a  President  pro  tempore  shall  be  chosen. 

XL 

DUTIES    OF    THE   CLERK. 

The  Clerk  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 

He  shall  notify  all  meetings  of  the  Society.  He  shall  keep  an 
exact  record  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  at  its  meetings. 

He  shall  conduct  the  general  correspondence  of  the  Society,  and 
place  on  file  all  letters  received. 

He  shall  enter  the  names  of  members  systematically  in  books 
kept  for  the  purpose,  and  issue  certificates  of  life  membership. 

The  Clerk  shall  have  such  charge  of  all  property  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Society  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  delegated  to  him 
by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

He  shall  acknowledge  each  loan  or  gift  that  may  be  made  to  and 
accepted  in  behalf  of  the  Society. 

XII. 

DUTIES    OF    TREASURER. 

The  Treasurer  shall  collect  all  moneys  due  to  the  Society,  and 
pay  all  bills  against  the  Society,  when  approved  by  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

He  shall  keep  a  full  account  of  receipts  and  expenditures  in  a 
book  belonging  to  the  Society,  which  shall  always  be  open  to  the 
inspection  of  the  Directors  ;  and  at  the  annual  meeting  in  January, 
he  shall  make  a  written  report  of  all  his  doings  for  the  year  pre- 
ceding. 

The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars,  with  one  surety,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 
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XIII. 

DUTIES   AND    POWERS    OF    DIRECTORS. 

The  Directors  shall  superintend  and  conduct  the  prudential  and 
executive  business  of  the  Society ;  shall  authorize  all  expenditures 
of  money ;  fix  all  salaries  ;  provide  a  common  seal ;  receive  and  act 
upon  all  resignations  and  forfeitures  of  membership,  and  see  that 
the  By-Laws  are  duly  complied  with. 

The  Directors  shall  have  full  power  to  comply  with  the  terms  of 
the  lease  of  the  rooms  in  the  Old  State  House,  made  with  the  City 
of  Boston,  and  to  make  all  necessary  rules  and  regulations  required 
in  the  premises. 

They  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  April,  make  a  careful  com- 
parison of  the  articles  in  the  possession  of  the  Society  with  the  list 
to  be  returned  to  the  City  of  Boston  under  the  terms  of  the  lease, 
and  certify  to  its  correctness. 

They  shall  make  a  report  of  their  doings  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Society. 

The  Directors  may,  from  time  to  time,  appoint  such  sub-com- 
mittees as  they  deem  expedient. 

In  case  of  any  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Clerk  or  Treasurer,  they 
shall  have  power  to  choose  a  Clerk  or  Treasurer  pro  tempore  till  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Society. 

XIV. 

MEETINGS   OF    DIRECTORS. 

Regular  meetings  of  the  Directors  shall  be  held  on  the  day 
previous  to  the  regular  meetings  of  the  Society,  at  an  hour  to  be 
fixed  by  the  President ;  special  meetings  of  the  Directors  shall  be 
held  in  such  manner  as  they  may  appoint ;  and  four  members  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  business. 

XV. 

FINANCE    COMMITTEE. 

The  President  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  appoint 
two  Directors,  who,  with  the  President,  shall  constitute  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance,  to  examine,  from  time  to  time,  the  books  and 
accounts  of  the  Treasurer ;  to  audit  his  accounts  at  the  close  of  the 
year,  and  to  report  upon  the  expediency  of  proposed  expenditures 
of  money. 
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XVI. 

STANDING   COMMITTEES. 

The  President  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  appoint 
four  standing  committees  as  follows  :  — 

Committee  on  the  Rooms. 
A  committee  of  seven  members,  to  be  styled  the  Committee  on 
the  Rooms,  of  which  the  President  and  Clerk  of  the  Society  shall  be 
members  ex  officio,  who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  arrangements  of 
the  Rooms,  (except  books,  manuscripts,  and  other  objects  appro- 
priate to  the  Library,)  offered  as  gifts  or  loans ;  the  hanging  of 
pictures,  and  the  general  arrangement  of  the  Society's  collections 

in  their  department. 

Committee  on  Papers. 

A  committee  of  three  members,  to  be  styled  the  Committee  on 
Papers,  who  shall  have  charge  of  the  subject  of  papers  to  be  read, 
or  other  exercises  of  a  like  nature,  at  the  monthly  meetings  of  the 

Society. 

Committee  on  Membership. 

A  committee  of  five  or  more  members,  to  be  styled  the  Com- 
mittee on  Membership,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  give  information 
in  relation  to  the  purposes  of  the  Society,  and  increase  its  mem- 
bership. 

Committee  on  the  Library. 

A  committee  of  five  members,  to  be  styled  the  Committee  on 
the  Library,  who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  arrangements  of  the 
Library,  including  the  acceptance  or  rejection  of  all  books,  manu- 
scripts and  other  objects  appropriate  to  the  Library,  offered  as  gifts 
or  loans,  and  the  general  arrangement  of  the  Society's  collections  in 
their  department. 

These  four  committees  shall  perform  the  duties  above  set  forth, 
under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Directors. 

Vacancies,  which  may  occur  in  any  of  these  committees  during 
their  term  of  service,  shall  be  filled  by  the  President. 

XVII. 

AMENDMENTS    TO    BY-LAWS. 

Amendments  to  the  By-Laws  may  be  made,  at  any  annual  meet- 
ing, by  the  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  and  voting. 
They  may  also  be  made  by  the  like  vote  at  any  regular  meeting, 
provided  notice  of  the  same  be  contained  in  a  call  for  such  meeting 
issued  by  the  Clerk  and  sent  to  every  member. 
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